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No support frame that contains length-adjustable support 
rods that run parallel to the vertebral column - for adapting the 
support frame to the individual body dimensions of the patient, 
on the one hand, and no interchangeable reinforcement rods having 
a different thickness, a different stiffness, and/or a different 
length - for step-by- step weaning of the patient from the 
orthesis, on the other hand, can be found in the German patent 89 
07 580. It discloses a device for supporting the human body 
when lifting loads, but not a support frame that is permanently 



worn by patients suffering from problems with the vertebral 
column. It is not a support frame composed of a hip clasp and a 
thoracic vertebrae clasp, but rather a device consisting of a hip 
belt and a chest belt, both of which completely surround the 
upper body of the wearer and do not merely cover the back region, 
as the clasps according to the present invention do. 
Furthermore, the belts also differ from the clasps according to 
the present invention, which are generally made of plastic or 
aluminum, with regard to their flexibility. Therefore, it is 
obvious that this is not a support frame . In addition, the hip 
belt of the prior art rests on the body below the pelvic ridge 
(page 6, lines 4-5) so that this device obviously does not have 
the back support function of the present invention. 
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